




A Species Survival Plan is a cooperative breeding and management program that strives 
to create long-term, self-sustaining populations in zoos and aquariums which ultimately 
eliminated the need to collect wild animals. By making science-based breeding 
recommendations, the population’s genetic diversity is preserved, and the demographic 
profile remains balanced over time. 

The African Penguin Species Survival Plan (SSP) has been in place since 1995 and has very 
effectively managed the North American AZA population by retaining ~99% of the 
potential genetic diversity. 

The African Penguin SSP has historically supported in-situ conservation as well as 
improving educational messaging for all of its SSP members.

In 2022 the African Penguin SSP included 52 institutional members with a total 
of ~1130 penguins.

WHAT IS A 
SPECIES SURVIVAL PLAN®

AND HOW DOES IT HELP?

W H A T  C A N  D O ?
Recycle, reuse, and reduce plastics, aluminum, and other materials in your daily activities.

Help with beach, shore, and creek clean-up: the ocean starts here.

When ordering or buying seafood, select products certified as sustainable.  
Ask your grocer so they know it is important to you!

Learn about and support efforts to reduce climate change.

Engage in positive SAFE efforts such as supporting disaster response program,
adopt-a-penguin-ranger, or help provide penguins with artificial nests.




